go                         CROSSING THE STXEAM.

should cross over at the same point, I sent forward a com-
pany as skirmishers, and followed with the whole brigade,
the New York Sixty-ninth leading. We found no diffi-
culty in crossing over, and met no opposition in ascending
the steep bluff opposite with our infantry, but it was im-
passable to the artillery; and I sent word back to Captain
Ayres to follow, if possible, otherwise to use his discretion.
Captain Ayres did not cross Bull Run, but remained with
the remainder of your division. , His report herewith de-
scribed his operations during the remainder of the day.
Advancing slowly and continuously with the head of the
column, to give time for the regiments in succession to close
up their ranks, we first encountered a party of the enemy re-
treating along a cluster of pines. Lieutenant-Colonel Hag-
gerty of the Sixty:ninth Regiment, without orders, rode over
and endeavored to intercept their retreat. One of the
enemy, in full view and short range, shot Haggerty, and
he fell dead from his horse. The Sixty-ninth opened fire
on this party, which was returned; but, determined to
effect our junction with Hunter's Division, I ordered this
fire to cease, and we proceeded with caution toward the
field, when we then plainly saw our forces engaged. Dis-
playing our colors conspicuously at the head* of our
column, we succeeded in attracting the attention of our
friends, and soon formed the brigade in rear of Colonel
Porter's. Here I learned that Colonel Hunter was dis-
abled by a severe wound, and that General McDowell was
on the field. I sought him out and received his orders to
join in the pursuit of the enemy, who were falling back to
the left of the road by which the army had approached
from Sudley Springs. 'Placing Colonel Quimby's Regi-
ment of Rifles in front, in column by division, I directed
the other regiments to follow in line of battle, in theime Sherman
